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 The Tower is Up!!

After being taken down for 
repairs and repainting the KE4RX 
tower is up again!!   Last 
October members from RCARC 
worked to erect the KE4RX 
tower and with the help of some 
brave souls who climbed the 
tower with ground crew support 
the job was a big success!!   Our 
original tower which was taken 
down for repainting was stolen 
and we had to purchase another 
one to replace it.  Fortunately we 
were able to locate an exact 
model to replace it with and 
after sandblasting and painting it 
stands tall again.   Our deep 
appreciation to Eddies Body 
Shop in Harriman for donating 
the paint and labor.
Jim  K4APY

Hello from Phil  KE4LSH

I hope everyone is doing well !!  As 2010 Club 
President, I had some goals that we have 
accomplished and we as a club are proud of.  We 
wanted to attract new members, and we have had 
someone join at the last several club meetings.  I 
wanted to increase our presence in the community, 
and we have had some great PR this year.  I wanted to 
at least nominate Cody as Young Ham of the Year, and 
not only did we nominate him, but HE WON !  We also 
had another successful fundraiser, got our tower back 
up and had a fun field day.  The year is half-over and 
there is still work to be done.  We still have ongoing 
repeater and tower work to do, and have to time that 
between this scorching summer and the winter just 
around the corner.  Someone even mentioned 
"upcoming election of officers" at our last meeting... 
while still almost 5 months away, it is right around the 
corner.  My how time flies (when you're having fun).
73' s
 Phil  KE4LSH

Welcome to the RCARC Beacon



Anyone up for a Net!!

If your really into VHF RCARC has a 
Monday night net for you.   The 
RCARC Monday night net is 
temporarily being held on the K4EAJ 
repeater 147.120+ (pl 82.5) while 
the KE4RX/r is being rebuilt.  Join us 
each Monday evening at 8:00 PM. 
Local time for a informal net with 
some great folks!!   The net does 
not meet on Federal Holidays that 
fall on Mondays.  

Also Roane County ARES/DEC nets 
meet each Tuesday at 9:00 PM local 
time on the 147.120+ (pl 82.5) 
except the 3rd Tuesday night which 
is the Roane County ARES/DEC 
meeting at the  new EOC  230 N. 
3rd St. in Kingston.

RCARC Repeater News
UPDATE!   Dave Rogers KC4WGH and Jim Dalton 
K4FPG have KE4RX/r on the air again.   KC4WGH 
put a loaner machine up in the shack until Cliff 
KD4GT gets our club machine completed. It is on 
the air on 147.015+ (pl tone 110.9).
The Roane County Amateur Radio Club would like 
to thank Dave Rogers KC4WGH for his help and 
technical advice and skills working with Cliff on 
the KE4RX repeater and The Morgan County 
Amateur Radio Club for the use of their repeater.

Are You A Member!
It takes everyone for RCARC to thrive.  Even 
though we are a small club we still have expenses 
to cover and our dues are a large part of what 
pays the bills.   Out of our dues we have 
insurance expenses for our liability at club 
functions and the repeater equipment.  We also 
pay for the electricity and maintenance on 
KE4RX/r repeater.   Dues are only $15 / year for 
licensed amateurs and $7.50 / year for unlicensed 
associate members.  If your not currently an 
RCARC member we invite you to join and be part 
of our organization.  Just drop me an e-mail or 
visit the RCARC Club website at www.ke4rx.org 
for an application.  RCARC is a 501c3 non profit 
organization.
Jim White
K4APY
RCARC Club Secretary
k4apy@arrl.net

Way To Go Cody KI4FUV!!
Just in case you haven't heard our vice president 
and longtime RCARC club member Cody Anderson 
KI4FUV has been selected as the 2010 “Amateur 
Radio Newsline Young Amateur of the Year” .  
Cody was selected from numerous young amateur 
radio operators for his service to the club and his 
achievements at such a young age and also 
helping a fallen runner who was having a heart 
attack at the CASA run in 2009 probably saving 
his life so Congratulations to Cody for this 
prestigious award and recognition for service.  
Good Job!!

 RCARC Election of 
Officers 2010 

It's not too early to start thinking 
about who we want to lead 
RCARC in 2011.   December is 
always the month we elect 
officers for the club for the 
following year.  If you have an 
interest in helping to mold and 
define where RCARC goes then 
you may be ready to hold a club 
office.   The offices we elect 
annually are President, Vice 
President, Secretary and 
Treasurer.  Candidate eligibility 
is any RCARC Full Member in 
good standing for 1 year who 
wishes to run for that office.   
Holding a club office requires a 
years commitment and trust.  If 
you think your up to the 
challenge just ask any of the club 
officers about it.  

2010 RCARC Officers.

President: Phil Newman 
KE4LSH
newhayes@juno.com
Vice President: Cody Anderson 
KI4FUV  
ceanderson3@gmail.com
Secretary: Jim White K4APY  
k4apy@arrl.net
Treasurer: Kati Segar  
katisegar@gmail.com

Want to Submit an article to 
the Beacon?
We're always looking for content 
for our newsletter, so if you have 
something to write or contribute 
send it to me at k4apy@arrl.net.  
If it's copyrighted be sure to get 
permission to reprint in writing!  
Thanks.  Jim. K4APY

http://www.ke4rx.org/
mailto:k4apy@arrl.net
mailto:katisegar@gmail.com
mailto:k4apy@arrl.net


THE OTHER CHARLES OF STEINMETZ HIGH
BY CURTIS L. KATZ

Part 2

Grateful for the opportunities he had found in America,
Steinmetz hastened to complete the requirements for U. S.
citizenship in 1894. In the process, he anglicized his first
name from Karl to Charles, and dropped his two Teutonic
middle names in favor of Proteus, a nickname from his
university days. In Homer’s Odyssey, Proteus was the wise
man of the sea, a shape-changer whose actual form was that
of an old hunchback.
The wise little hunchback became a familiar sight around
Schenectady, and his eccentricities became well known. Most
conspicuous was his affinity for thin aromatic cigars, and
his careless casual manner of dress, even at formal
occasions. He kept two watches — one expensive, one cheap
— which he would compare when asked for the time. He
devised a personal system of phonetic shorthand, which a
succession of secretaries were compelled to learn. He had no
financial sense, gave away money liberally, and died
contentedly penniless. He advocated electric cars, and drove
a Detroit Electric around Schenectady with reckless abandon.
He enjoyed dime detective novels and loved movies,
especially swashbucklers and Westerns.
Aware of the frightening impression his appearance could
make, Steinmetz cultivated the image of a gothic horror
story character. He rented a creepy Victorian house in
Schenectady, which he filled with strange curios, grotesque
cacti, and gruesome pets, including some alligators that on
one occasion escaped into the nearby Erie Canal. Fond of
pranks, he wired doorknobs to give visitors shocks, and
connected a parlor chair to a static electric generator to
tingle the butts of his guests and make their hair stand on
end.
In contrast to this affinity for the macabre, Steinmetz
loved the beauty of nature. When distractions to his work
increased, he set up a retreat in the woods along the Mohawk
River outside Schenectady, building a cabin he dubbed Camp
Mohawk.
Steinmetz also loved children, perhaps because they
innocently accepted him as he was. In 1903, Steinmetz
completed a Tudor mansion with an attached two-story
laboratory, and contrived to fill the house with a family.
He had foresworn marriage, not wanting to risk passing along
his deformity to another generation, so instead he legally
adopted his favorite lab assistant, LeRoy Hayden, who had
recently wed. The Haydens gave him three grandchildren to



whom, along with their little friends, Steinmetz became
steadfastly devoted. Once, Henry Ford was kept cooling his
heels while Steinmetz read the youngsters a bedtime story!
In addition to research and family life, Steinmetz found
time to teach as professor of electrophysics at Union
College in Schenectady from 1903 to 1913, and to run for and
hold a succession of local government offices from 1911
onward that enabled him to spearhead vast improvements in
the Schenectady public school system. His anti-war
philosophy made him nationally controversial during World
War I.
After the war, Steinmetz embarked upon his most famous line
of research. As power lines began to extend across the land,
damage from lightning strikes became a recurring problem.
Before effective lightning protection could be devised, the
characteristics of lightning needed to be understood. On a
hill outside Schenectady, Steinmetz erected a metal tower,
hoping to lure lightning to his scientific instruments, but
nature ignored the invitation. Then, on an afternoon in June
1921, Steinmetz and his assistants discovered Camp Mohawk
had been ransacked. The assistants angrily assumed
vandalism, but Steinmetz gleefully realized the destructive
intruder had been lightning! A bolt had struck a tall tree
next to his cabin, then leapt to the household wiring.
By carefully analyzing the path of destruction, and
especially by meticulously reassembling a shattered mirror
at the rear of the cabin, Steinmetz was able to
mathematically deduce the force and character of lightning,
and set about devising a system for reproducing this
powerful phenomenon. By the end of 1921, Steinmetz had
perfected his first lightning generator in his home
laboratory, much to the consternation of his neighbors. Huge
condensers stored household electric current, then
thunderously discharged a 120,000-volt spark. This
arrangement allowed materials and devices to be tested
against the force of lightning under controlled conditions,
resulting in the successful development of a reliable
lightning arrester to protect power lines.
It also gave newspaper reporters a sensational headline
story. Steinmetz, somewhat to his embarrassment, was now
heralded as no less than a modern Jove, who could hurl
thunderbolts at will. The public clamored to see and hear
this latter-day Olympian. When it was learned that Steinmetz
had accepted an invitation from the American Institute of
Electrical Engineers to give an address at their October
1923 convention in Del Monte, California, organizations and
municipalities along the way deluged him with requests for
visits, interviews, and speeches.
The trip turned into a six-week junket through the West, the



longest journey Steinmetz had taken since sailing to
America. The nominal high point of the excursion was the
address at Del Monte, but for Steinmetz the best part of the
trip was a private tour of a Hollywood movie studio
personally conducted by his favorite star, Douglas
Fairbanks, Sr. It is tempting to imagine that, having
actually seen Steinmetz, Hollywood adopted him as the
prototype for the many absent-minded professors and mad
scientists that have appeared on film ever since.
Steinmetz arrived home from his tour exhausted, and
reluctantly allowed himself to be confined to bed. Two weeks
later, on the morning of October 26, 1923, Charles Steinmetz
quietly died. He was only 58 years old, but had contributed
several lifetimes of work in the advancement of science and
the application of electricity to daily life.
In the years following his death, Steinmetz was memorialized
in a variety of ways. Scholarships and lecture series were
established in his name. The electrical manufacturing and
utilities industries commemorated his birthday annually on
through the 1930s. Henry Ford acquired Camp Mohawk and moved
it to his Greenfield Village in Dearborn, Michigan.
Steinmetz Hall, a feature of the General Electric exhibit at
the 1939-1940 New York World’s Fair, presented spectacular
demonstrations of advances in man-made lightning. And when,
in 1927, the Chicago School Board announced plans to build a
new school to alleviate overcrowding in existing Northwest
Side high schools, the predominantly German-American
population of that section of the city successfully
petitioned the Board to name the school for CharlesSteinmetz.

Steinmetz High School was dedicated with considerable
ceremony on Tuesday, September 18, 1934. The building was
designed in the then-popular “college gothic” style by
architect Paul Gerhardt, a politically well-connected German
immigrant who designed a number of public buildings in
Chicago, including the new Lane Technical High School,
dedicated the previous day. The Steinmetz athletic teams
came to be known variously as the Silver Streaks, the
Flashes, or simply the Streaks, an apparent reference to the
streaks of lightning with which Charles Steinmetz so
famously experimented.
In his later years, Charles Steinmetz was often asked by
newspaper reporters to make predictions about the
technological future. One such prognostication was that the
new electrical marvel of radio broadcasting would eventually
encompass the globe. Of course, it was Steinmetz’s work in
applied electricity that helped make possible the
fulfillment of this prophesy. Thus it could be said that the
radio career of Charles Schaden might not have been possible



without the electrical career of Charles Steinmetz, the
“other” Charles of Steinmetz High.

This article originally appeared in the Spring 2010 issue of
Nostalgia Digest Magazine and is ©2010 Steve Darnall.
Reprinted with permission.
Submitted by Ed Smith K5QPO

Just For a Little Fun!!!
You Know Your a Redneck Ham Radio Operator If:

 

One leg of your dipole is tied to the outhouse. 

Needle nose pliers are needed to turn your transceiver on and off. 

You paid more for your mobile antenna than you did for your wife's wedding ring.

You paused for ID every ten minutes while on your honeymoon. 

Your spouse says "Honey do you love me?" And your response is ROGER ROGER ROGER!

Your trailer home is part of your antenna. 

Your mobile radio costs more than the vehicle it's mounted in. 

Your power supply consists of jumper cables hanging out the window of your shack
attached to the battery of your truck. 

Your HF rig is the latest ICOM or KENWOOD and your Desk Mic came from Radio
Shack. 

Your idea of RF is REAL FINE audio. 

Your homebrew amplifier resembles a moonshine whiskey still in Alabama. 

Your TV antenna and 10 Meter Beam are one in the same. 

You own a linear amplifier but not a lawn mower. 

Submitted by Cliff Segar KD4GT



Past Events in Pictures

Thomas Vance and Cody           Charlie Solomon K4CRS   Chip Erisman KC4YYD talking
Edwards KI4FUV at     operating his Field Day station   with a visitor at Field Day 
Field Day 2005   2005

Calendar of Events

The RCARC Beacon is published by:
 The Roane County Amateur Radio Club  P.O. Box 1104, Kingston, TN. 37763

September 2010
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

29 30
Mon Night Net

147.120
8:00 PM

31
ARES/DEC Net

147.120
9:00 PM

1 2 3 4

5 6
Mon Night Net 

147.120
8:00 PM

7
ARES/DEC Net

147.120
9:00 PM

8 9
RCARC 

Meeting @ 
RC Rescue 

Squad 7:00 
PM.

10 11
.

12 13
Mon Night Net 

147.120
8:00 PM

14
ARES/DEC Net

147.120
9:00 PM

15 16 17 18

19 20
Mon Night Net 

147.120
8:00 PM

21
ARES/DEC 
Meeting @ 

EOC 7:00 
PM

22 23 24 25

26 27
Mon Night Net 

147.120
8:00 PM

28
ARES/DEC Net

147.120
9:00 PM

29 30


